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Thank you. 
Hello and a huge thank you for purchasing our ALT PIANO library for 

Native Instruments’ Kontakt.  

This user manual should give you all the information you need to install 
and learn about the instrument to get the best out of the controls.  

For additional help and support, please visit our website: 
www.westwoodinstruments.com/help
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Requirements. 
Required disk space 2.5 GB

5 GB required during installation to 
unzip the files.

Apple OS10.10 
Intel Core Duo

Windows 7, 8, 9, 10 
Intel Core Duo 
or AMD Athlon 64 X2 

 
Recommended i5, i7 or i9 

16 GB RAM

Kontakt. 
This library requires Kontakt by Native Instruments.  
Full retail version 5.6.8 or higher  

You can download this additional software here:  
https://www.native-instruments.com/en/products/komplete/ 
samplers/kontakt-6/  

You can run the instrument in the free version called “Kontakt 
Player”, but only in demo mode for 15 minutes, before it times 
out and you will have to restart. 



  |  RTFM  |  A L T  P I A N O   |  Page  of 4 22

Installation. 
Once downloaded, please follow the following steps.  

01   Unzip the download file 
 (if your system hasn’t done so automatically) 

02   Move the folder you have just unzipped to the hard drive where you 
 store all of you other Kontakt Libraries. 

We suggest storing all of your sample libraries and project 
files on an external hard drive.  

We would highly recommend using an SSD (Solid State Drive) 
for the most reliable storage and the fastest load and access 
times, but a good 7200RPM mechanical drive is the next best 
option.  

We also would strongly advise keeping a back-up of all your 
libraries (and project files too!) on a secondary drive. Either 
physically and geographically away from your studio or in the 
cloud (Google Drive/Dropbox etc). So in the case of a drive 
failing, theft or fire, all of your work and assets are not lost and 
easily accessible.  
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Loading into Kontakt. 
Once downloaded, please follow the following steps to load the instrument into Kontakt. 

Open up your DAW and insert a new instance of Kontakt into an empty channel. 
Be sure to use the full version of Kontakt and not an instance of Kontakt Player if you have both installed.

Option 1 

Drag and drop the file  
ALTPIANO.nki 
straight into the empty 
window of Kontakt.

ALTPIANO.nki

Option 2 

Click the disc icon in the menu of 
Kontakt and select “Load”. 

Navigate to where you have stored 
the library and then select the 
ALTPIANO.nki file from here.
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Resolving missing files. 
You may sometime run into this “Content Missing” dialogue box on the 
first time you load the instrument.  

The simplest method to resolve this is to click the “Browse for folder” 
option and navigate to the folder where you have stored the instruments 
and select it. Kontakt will then automatically search in the relevant place 
for the files it can’t locate.  
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Installing snapshots. 
Included with the download are 30 Snapshots (presets) that we have curated 
to get you some excellent starting points. 

Installing them is really simple; there are a few methods but this is the most 
efficient. 

01   Load the instrument into Kontakt. Either standalone or in your DAW. 

02   Click on the wrench icon (found in the top left of the Kontakt window 
 This will open up the back-end “Edit Mode” of Kontakt.  

03   Click on Instrument Options button, just below the wrench icon you   
 just clicked. 

 continues on next page . . . 
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. . . continued from previous page 

04  Select the Snapshot menu option 

05 Click the Show button (top right) 

06  If prompted, select Yes to the pop-up asking 

 “Do you want to create a path?” 

 This will create an empty folder specifically for this  
 instrument on your system. Kontakt will look for any  
 Snapshots here and store any new ones you make in  
 addition to the ones provided. 

07  Copy & Paste the folders of Snapshots provided into  
 this new folder Kontakt had just made.  

 We recommend keeping the original Snapshots with  
 the instrument download, just in case you ever need to 
 come back to them in the future. 

08 Close the Instrument Options window and then click  
 the same wrench icon to come back to the original  
 user interface. 

09 Your snapshots are now installed and ready to use!
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Using snapshots. 
01   Click the camera icon in the main user interface. 

 This opens up Snapshot view. 

 This may already be selected! 

02   Click on the dropdown menu icon to open up the Snapshots 
 and choose the one you’d like to use. 

03. The snapshot is now loaded and ready to go! 

Saving your own snapshots. 
 
01. Once you have your own settings where you’d like them, click on the   
 disc/save icon. 

02. Enter a name for your snapshot and click save. 

03. You can move them into your own folders (but keep them all in the   
 ALT PIANO folder). 

04. Kontakt will understand this new folder structure without 
 any additional steps needed. 

Please note the “Transpitch” button can not be saved as an option using 
Snapshots, so please leave it in the off position, when saving.
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User interface. 
This part of the manual take you through every section of the 
user interface and what each control does as well as some 
really useful information. 

Built-in guide 
Because no-one reads manuals 
(apart from you, you little rebel) 

If you want to know what a control does whilst using the 
instrument without having to refer to this manual, just hover 
your mouse over any control and a short handy guide will 
appear as if by magic.
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Felt 
Blend between the natural and felt recordings. 

Knob set at minimum is the Natural (unfelted) recordings only. 

Knob set at maximum is the Felted recordings only. 

Controllable via Modulation Wheel (CC #1)
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Texture 
Depth 
Controls the volume of the texture layer. 

Menu 
Select which Texture layer you would like by clicking on the words. Or 
select “OFF” if you do not want any. 
Controllable via MIDI Expression (CC #11) 

AIR 
The piano was resampled through a custom (and top secret) chain of 
reverse reverbs and granular synthesis. A really nice haunting end to the 
note, just when you think it’s all over. 

GRAIN 
We re-recorded the piano through a temperamental Sony TC-121 
Cassette-Corder. We left some of the natural tape hiss in the signal for a 
grainy feel. A natural wow and un-nervy feeling. 

EARTH 
Re-recorded through a Tascam MSR-24s reel-to-reel and then played 
back and re-sampled at half-speed. Epic, deep, earthy. You might need 
that sub-woofer after all.
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Start 
Controls the sample start time. 
Default is set to minimum. 

Sensitivity 
Controls the dynamics/sensitivity of your keyboard. 

Untune 
Makes the whole piano sound like it’s going out of tune. 
A small amount will add a bit more character without sounding like it’s 
out of tune. Whilst around the half-way position you will really start to 
hear the effect in full. 
Default is set to minimum/off.
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Front 
Replicates the tone/timbre of the piano when the front is either on or 
removed. The piano was recorded with the piano front off, so this Is the 
default position. 

Perspective 
Switches the stereo field of the entire instrument. 
In “Player” position, the piano sounds as it was recorded and like you are 
sitting in front of it 
In “Audience” position, the perspective is flipped so bass notes sound 
more from the right side and higher notes sound more from the left side. 

Transpitch 
Tunes the sound of the notes down 6 semitones, whilst transposing the 
notes back up to their correct key centre. 
Achieves a deeper and richer sound. 
 
Please note: With this switch engaged the top 6 notes of the whole 
piano are not active (but who uses those notes anyway?)
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Microphone Mixer 

C - Close (Stereo) 
Coles 4038s very close to the strings. Absolutely beautiful. If you only use 
one mic position, make it this one. 

R - Room (Stereo) 
AKG 414s. Positioned to the side and behind the pianist. More open and a 
more natural stereo width 

S - Soundboard (Stereo) 
SE-2s. Positioned close and facing the rear of the piano. Boxy and lively. 

S - Soundboard (Stereo) 
AKG414s. Placed as far back in the room as possible. Use lots of for an un-
real effect, or mix in subtly for a natural room acoustic. 

Width & Power 
Each channel has its own width control and power button. Turning off the 
channel also purges the samples from memory.
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Piano Sounds 

There is a power switch under each control to turn it on and off. 

Pedal 
The sound of the sustain pedal being pressed down. 

Damper 
The sound of the susatin pedal being released and the damper returning to 
its resting position. 

Strings 
All of the strings ringing together which happens when the sustain pedal is 
pressed down. 

Hammers 
The key release sounds of the hammers returning to their resting position. 

Master 
A master volume for all of the piano sounds. 

The Master power switch overrides all other power switches. 
i.e. if it is turned off, all the sounds will not be heard even if their power 
switches are turned on.
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Pianist 

The natural sound of the pianist moving in the piano stool, some light 
clothing rustle/foley and a hint of room ambience. 

These sounds start as soon as you being playing and are played at random, 
so sound very realistic. The sounds fade out naturally after a second or two 
after you stop playing. 

Intensity 
The energy/liveliness of the pianist. For deeper realism, you could program 
in this via MIDI to change as your performance increases/decreases in 
dynamics. 

Volume 
The overall volume of the Pianist sounds. 

There is a power switch to turn the Pianist module on or off.
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Noise 

Microphone hiss/noise. Turn on to introduce an old-school and realistic 
recording vibe.  

Tone 
Change the tone of the Noise. Turn left to make it sound darker, turn right 
for a brighter tone. 

Volume 
The overall volume of the Mic Noise. 

There is a power switch to turn the Noise module on or off.
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EQ 

A 3-band EQ control. Each band is set with a wide Q setting, so you can 
quickly boost or scoop parts of the spectrum. 

We’ve set the frequencies specifically for the tone of the piano. 

There is a power switch to turn the EQ module on or off.
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Delay 

Menu 
Change the sync settings of the delay. “Free” allows you to choose 
any time and is independent of your DAW’s tempo. Or set to a 
specific beat/measure.  
1/1 = whole notes, 1/2 = half notes, 1/4 = quarter notes etc 

Time 
Change the frequency in milliseconds of the delay if set to “Free” 
If the sync is set to a beat, this control will display a single number. 
1, 2, 3 etc. Set to 1 to mirror the beat listed in the menu. To achieve 
dotted notes, set this control to 3. 

Damping 
Change how quickly the tone of the delay darkens. 

Panner 
Pans the delayed signal between the speakers on every repeat. Set 
to minimum to send all the delayed signal to the centre. 

Feedback 
How long the delay repeats for. Set to full to hear the delay for a 
long time :)
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Space 

Width 
Control the stereo width of the entire mix/instrument. The default 
centre position has no effect on the sound i.e. it sounds like it was 
recorded. 

Set this to minimum to achieve an entirely mono sound. 

Reverb Menu 
Select one of 8 beautiful curated reverb impulses.  

For an ultra realistic and close-up sound, we suggest “No Room” and 
set the amount to near maximum. 

Reverb 
Change the gain of the wet reverb signal in the mix 

There is a power switch underneath each control to turn on or off 
the effect.
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Now go make some music :)


